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Chronology

● Michigan - Worked on original studies of topical retinoids for 
photoaged skin J&J Renova 1992-3
– Retinoids repair by stimulating collagen production

● Manchester – responsible for development and testing of Boots 
No7 Protect and Perfect 2007 
– Development of the Manchester Assay 

● Formulated own product - formed company CGskincare Ltd



Elastic fibres 
composed of elastin 
and fibrillin 
microfibrils

Microfibrils 
strengthen elastic 
fibre and transmit 
forces between 
dermis and epidermis
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Fibrillin is Reduced in Papillary
Dermis of Photoaged Skin
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Watson,Craven,Kang,Jones,Kielty,Griffiths JID 
2001;116:672-8
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Photoaged Skin Manchester Patch 
Test Assay - RA Increases Fibrillin-1

Vehicle 5% SLS 0.025% 
RA
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Watson et al JID 2001;116: 672



baseline moisturiser
2% active serum
6% active serum
0.025% all-trans RA
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Watson et al, Br J Dermatol 2008; 58:472-7
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An Over-the-Counter 
Cosmetic Can Restore 

Fibrillin in 12 day 
Manchester Assay



The Media

● Boots Company - No. 7 “Protect & Perfect”

● BBC flagship science programme “Horizon”

● Filmed Sept 2006; Broadcast March 2007

● Media frenzy!





Bilberry



CGskincare
● Proof of Principle funding from UMIP (£90K)

● Formulation in Leicester Andy Juj

● Tested in Manchester Patch Test Assay  for ability to repair 
photoaged skin

● Positive data for the night cream Serènesse

● Positive use test reports from consumer panel:  Night Cream, 
Day Cream, Eye Gel and Cleanser

● University Spinout 2015

● £120K 2016 Clinical trials, manufacture, Internet selling

“I have loved using all four product
when and where can I buy them?!”

LB, Macclesfield



Serènesse Stimulates  More Fibrillin
Than does Tretinoin in Manchester Assay

CGskin



CGskin





• Serènesse is capable of partially repairing the dermal 
extracellular matrix damage caused by chronic sun exposure;

• Serènesse increased deposition of fibrillin-rich microfibrils and 
the amount of fibrillar collagens in the papillary dermis.

• Previous work has shown that such data in the Manchester 
Patch Test Assay equate to clinical repair in real-wold use tests

• Product to be launched in  May 2019

Serènesse Repairs Photoaged Skin


